
1  

 

 

141
st 

Annual 

General Meeting 

Est. 1878 
 
 

“to plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow” 
 

 

 

2019 AGM Agenda 
Call to Order 
Approval of Agenda 
Introduction of Special Guests 
Presentations 
Approval of the 2018 AGM Minutes 
Reports 
Auditors 
Committee Reports 
Boards Remarks 
Approval of the Actions and Decisions of 
the Officers 
Election and Installation of Officers 

Contents 
2.Message from Board 
3.Catherin East Garden & Bonnie 
Richardson/Queensland Gardens 
4.Centre St/Iris Beds 
5. Iris Bed Continued 
6.Churchill Circle Gardens 
7.Pergola Garden & Library Garden 
8.Garden Festival/Plant Sale 
9.Garden Tour/Committee Report 
10.Committee Reports Continued 
11.Committee Reports Continued 
12.Fiscal Report 
Auditor’s Report 



2  

A Message From The Board Of Directors 

Garden Stratford (also known as Stratford and District Horticultural Society) was established 

141 years ago, and it continues as a thriving and important community resource. We plant and 

maintain many Stratford public gardens, such as The Father Corcoran Memorial Iris garden on McLagan 

Drive. The Corcoran Garden presented a challenge this season when an infestation of iris borer 

threatened many beautiful varieties. Team Iris, so ably captained by Marg O’Reilly, spent many hours 

in a hands-on approach to borer control that involved (a.) lifting nearly every iris in the garden, (b.) 

discarding those with signs of borer infestation and (c.) replanting rhizomes that were uninfected and 

healthy. 

Visitors to Stratford Gardens often say how greatly they appreciate our gardening efforts, and 

sometimes that appreciation is expressed even more tangibly. One iris borer eradication session at the 

Father Corcoran Garden was pleasantly interrupted by a neighbour who brought muffins and scones to 

say thanks for the garden and the team’s work. It is gratifying to know our efforts are appreciated by 

the community. 

Garden Stratford’s general meetings are held January through May and September through 

November. Most meetings begin with a “Garden Chat” hosted by Master Gardeners and there is 

always a highly informative speaker, so general meetings are good opportunities to learn and meet 

other gardeners. We also offer workshops and other opportunities to develop gardening interests and 

skills and we encourage young horticulturalists by providing bursaries for post-secondary studies. 

Our Plant Sale and Garden Tour are widely anticipated. Visitors often report entering those 

events in calendars as soon as the dates are announced. (The 2020 plant sale will be May 23 and the 

Garden Tour July 5.) The monster rainstorm that prevailed during this year’s Plant Sale did not 

discourage shoppers, many of whom made the trip from London, Kitchener/Waterloo and even more 

distant locations in search of excellent, interesting, and unusual garden plants. We enjoyed beautiful 

Canada Day weather for the Garden Tour 

which always attracts visitors from many 

parts of Ontario. Many thanks to the 

gardeners who extended their hospitality 

to our visitors. 

We expect many more visitors 

next year when Ontario Horticultural 

Association (OHA) holds its convention in 

London July 17-19. The convention will be 

a major event, and Garden Stratford will 

be very much involved in planning, 

organizing and participation. Bernice 

Barratt is an Assistant Director of OHA’s 

District 10, and Maureen Cocksedge will 

Churchill in the Fall 
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serve as Secretary. Congratulations and thanks to Bernice and Maureen for providing OHA with their 

experience, wisdom and expertise. 

Garden Stratford’s Board of Directors will be installed at tonight's meeting. Most current 

directors will continue to serve in 2020, and three new directors will join the board. However, we have 

regretfully accepted Mike Matthews’ retirement as a long-serving member. Mike served as president 

and he has had countless other roles. Among Mike’s most important contributions: his emphasis that 

participation in Garden Stratford (and just about everything else) should be fun. We’re greatly pleased 

with Mike’s promise that he will continue to apply his expertise and wit to Garden Stratford projects, 

but he will certainly be missed as a Board Member. Thanks, Mike. Garden Stratford wouldn’t be able to 

prosper without dedicated members like you. 

For information about the gardens planted and maintained by Garden Stratford and other public 

gardens visit stratfordgardens.com. Visit our website at gardenstratford.org for more information 

about 2020 events. It will be another busy year. -Doug Reberg For The Board of Directors 

Catherine East Garden 

The garden looks great, most trees are better shaped and 

sized, some moved, and air flow significantly 

improved. We were able to meet our pruning plan. I 

guess spring will be the proof. 

Although the thistles and buckeye suckers were 

eradicated, they are starting to pop up again, this may be 

a yearly task... oh well. 

I often work on the Centre Street garden and I can 

tell you more people are wandering into Catherine East 

now and sitting on those rustic benches for lunch or just a break from hospital visitation. Pruning that 

can still be done this fall is cutting back the Tamarisk if anyone is interested. 

First order of things in the spring is to pick out some new shrubs and get them planted in time for April 

showers. Our consultant, Jane, has recommended witch hazel, redbud, diablo ninebark, allspice and 

several colours of potentillia. Perhaps you have a favourite as well? 

Anyway, thanks again to everyone. Feel good about the difference we have made and I will 

catch you in the spring. – Susan Kurtz 

 
Bonnie Richardson/Queensland Gardens 

Sixty-two hours spent in 2019. Significant work was done pruning and editing (removing) 

overgrown and damaged shrubs and trees. The changes passersby would notice are new plantings in 

the Richardson bed. On the shady slope hostas were planted (Sum & Substance, Striptease, Frances 

Williams, Big Daddy, and two unknown but attractive varieties). Ready to thrive in the sun are 36 day 

lilies (Anzac, Ruby Throat, and Chicago Apache). - Darlene Irwin 
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Joan Donard - Iris Bed 

 
 

 

Centre Street Garden 
 

The Center Street Garden has been passed on to co-captains Susan Kurtz and Sheila Phillips. 

After many years of caring for the garden Dennis Rawe has decided to lighten his load a bit. 

This year many hours have been spent in the garden maintaining and refreshing plant 

material. The focus for the coming year will be proposal of improvement to the bench sitting 

area and retaining wall in the garden and enhanced planting. Feedback from neighbourhood 

residents has been positive with indication of more frequent use. - Susan and Sheila 

 

Iris Beds 

Once again our Iris bed bloomed profusely this year, with a variety of Iris from early May to the end of 

June and into July displaying a rainbow of colour. The additional plantings of grasses, lavender, and 

Autumn Joy Sedums have also flourished, in spite of the loss of a few plants because of theft. 

Thanks to our dedicated volunteers, Virginia Macdonald, Steve and Doreen Zurbrig, Sheila Phillips, 

Marty Clarkson, Doug Reberg, Cobe Giroux and Jeff Brookes we managed to keep the weeds well 

controlled and the bed edged. 

We faced considerable challenges this year as it was our time (4 years) 

to divide over 100 clumps of Iris and replant them. The more serious 

challenge came with the discovery that some of the Iris were infected 

with the Erwinia Carotovora (a bacterial phytopathogen) commonly 

known as root/ soft rot. To add insult to injury an infestation of Iris 

Borers showed up. We rolled up our sleeves and worked hard to deal 

with situation. It soon became apparent that we needed help. 

We sent out an urgent appeal for assistance to our Board and 

membership. Thank you to all of you who responded. You gave us the 

encouragement we needed to complete our year successfully and we 

appreciate your cheerful response to our request. 

- Marg. O’Reilly and Iris Bed Committee 
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Spring Iris Bed Iris Bed in Bloom Photos (x4) - Joan Danard 
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Churchill circle 

The Stratford and District Horticultural Society approved the installation of 

four large cement planters at Churchill Circle. The idea is to use climbing vines to 

adorn the curved metal structure. This spring we installed them. They are 4 feet 

square and slightly curved on the bottom to echo the curves on the trellis. We planted 

them with wisteria and trumpet vine and began training the vines up the 

arches. Delphiniums , cannas, callas, calibrachoa, geraniums and pineapple lily filled 

in the space. Potato vine completed the containers draping over the sides. 

Having no experience with containers of the size it was difficult at first to 

determine how much water was needed. We may have overwatered them early in the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Springtime 

season. I expect that by next year they will reach the top and will need yearly pruning after that. Hopefully 

they will survive the winter and continue to give pleasure to the community for many years. – Don Farwell 

Hon Beni Japanese Wisteri, Indian Summer Trumpet Vine (Campsis x tagliabuana ‘Kudian’) 

Don Farwell- Churchill in July Don Farwell - Churchill August 

 

Churchill Circle Q4 -The Q4 Churchill Circle team is Ron Nichol, Nancy Burnett and Barb Laflamme. We 

work closely with the Q2 team to coordinate annuals, share plants and 

ideas. This year we decided to add a dwarf conifer to our plantings, a 

Japanese white pine, Pinus parviflora ‘Goldilocks’. In the spring, we added 

Gaura, Geranium ‘Rozanne’, Japanese Forest Grass, Veronica ‘Blue Yonder’ 

and Artemisia ‘Silver Brocade’. Thanks to Felicity Sutcliffe who donated 

many native plants to us in August. We added Liatris spicata, Filipendula 

rubra, Queen of the Prairie, Geum triflorum, Prairie Smoke and Sisyrinchium 

montanum, Blue eyed grass and a native baby’s breathe. In addition, we 

purchased Heuchera ‘Cajun Fire’, Tete a tete daffodils, and Blue Pearl snow 

crocus. We are looking forward to 2020 to see how these new fall additions 

contribute to the garden. It is a pleasure to work in the garden at Churchill 

circle. 

 
Julia Hardy - September 
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Pergola Garden 

2019 was a special year for me in maintenance of the Pergola garden. I strived to complete any major 

changes to the landscape in advance of the tenth anniversary next year. Wisteria vines were added to 

the West facing pillars. Also, on the South facing end of the garden a Dogwood tree was added 

surrounded by wild roses to complement the North end Eastern Redbud and white Explorer roses. I am 

pleased to inform you all that I am satisfied the garden is now complete. 

You can imagine how delighted I was to recieve a call from the Garden Tour Committee that 

they plan to include this public garden as a extra bonus to the eight private gardens planned for the 

tour (maybe this will set a precedent for including a public garden in years to come). An added bonus 

for me is an invitation to attend a few planning meetings to discuss what else we can do to make this a 

special destination on the tour. Sincere thanks Garden Tour Committee! 

-Henry M cVey 

Stratford Public Library 

It was unusual for the library garden to be ready so late in the year (end of June) due to a cold 

spring. Thanks for the help of member gardeners with the post winter chores, and in removing 

inordinate quantities of twitch grass, the garden got on with its seasonal cycle of changing vistas. 

A magnificent display of bulbs, mainly Hyacinths, followed by Canada Anemones, Aubrietia and Iris, 

glorious fuschia red Peonies, yellow Globe Flower, red Gallium, Silver Sage, Dianthus, yellow 

Columbine, Roses, 11 large heads of Lupin, blue Sage, Penstemon, and yellow Sedum, restored ones 

faith in nature. 

Buds of Shasta Daisy, Hollyhock, Coreopsis, Allium and Liatris mix with attractive foliage of 

variegated Boxwood, Reum, Spirea, Lychnis, three shades of Berberis, and many other plants all took 

their turn showing off. 
 

 

Library Garden - Dennis Rawe 

The Dogwood 'hedge', Cornus sericea 'Flaviramea', grew 

considerably this spring showing more flower heads than 

usual; it needed severe pruning before winter. The Roses did 

well this year. 

In the Ivy garden, immediately west of the main garden, the 

Hosta collection showed large mature clumps along with 

several clumps of Ligularia dentata . The Peonies were poor 

due to too much shade from surrounding trees. 

A layer of composted wood chips minimized weed and 

grass development for the rest of the season. Routine deadheading and trimming carried the garden 

through to late summer. Several plants were added to the collection including Pasque flower 

(Pulsatilla), creeping Phlox and Daffodil bulbs. Note that the Pasque flower is an herbaceous perennial 

native to meadows and prairies of North America, while it is a showy and aesthetically pleasing flower, 

gardeners should consider all parts of the plant toxic. Always wear gloves when planting, deadheading 

or handling it. -Dennis Rawe 
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Stratford Garden Festival 

The 2019 Festival was held February 28th thru 

March 3rd at the Stratford Rotary Complex. 

The SDHS design was a focus on the theme 

“Gardening in small places and urban eatables.. Plant 

material included small shrubs, ferns, water plants, herbs, 

tulips, daffodils, hyacinths, crocus, bird of paradise, 

carnations, geranium, several sedums, moss and various 

vegetables. 

The “Funky backyard” design featured a simulated 

deck with overhead supports for hanging windows 

fronted by a small yard containing a raised vegy bed, 

living roof doghouse, water garden, and tiered table with 
Karen Roberts - Garden Festival 

flowerpot display. The raised bed and deck were built by skilled members, and along with the living 

roof doghouse were subject to a blind bid auction with proceeds of $734 going to the Lung Association. 

Members also grew an assortment of plants for the display including a 12 foot pole bean plant, 

geraniums, and assorted vegetables. A floral arrangement in a watering can was created by a skilled 

floral design member. 

Feedback from the event was very positive about our display, particularly about the variety of 

plants. Over 250 hours were volunteered by our members in construction, growing, planning and 

booth attendance. – Susan Kurtz 

Plant Sale Report for 2019 

This year’s Plant Sale Committee consisted of Dorothy Van Esbroeck, Maureen Cocksedge, 

Doug Reberg, Jinny Macdonald, Barry Krauter, and Cobe Giroux. Publicity for the event was done 

through radio announcements, the paper, Facebook posts, and signage that was placed around town 

well ahead of our sale. A survey conducted the day of the sale by Marg Theil and Doug Reberg showed 

that most attendees found out about the sale on Facebook. 

Many of our new members helped make the day a success by volunteering their time. In total 

this added up to 388 volunteer hours. Once again our members showed up and gave their time for our 

Society and the Community. The main source of plants for sale this year also came from our members 

gardens. Of note were over 200 Hostas, dozens of grasses, and Irises from the Corcoran Iris bed. With 

the wide variety of plants for sale, the Master Gardeners were kept busy answering questions and 

made the day an educational and social gathering for all involved. 

Once again, our partnership with The Local for this event was very much appreciated. The roof 

over our heads and the food that they provided was enjoyed by many and given the constant deluge of 

rain, very well received. – Maureen Cocksedge 
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Garden Tour Annual Report 

BRAVO! Once again we had a very successful Garden Tour on a 

beautiful day, Sunday, July 7th with 431 people viewing the gardens. Big 

thanks to Committee Members who gave numerous hours of their time 

putting this together. 

Marg O'Reilly, Ron Nichol, Shelly Meyers, Jinny MacDonald, 

Sharon McDonald, Felicity Sutcliffe, Larke Turnbull, Karen VanBaren, 

Board Treasurer. 

 

 
Mary Hoffman 

Very special thanks to the 8 garden owners who made their gardens spectacular: George & 

Marilyn Finnigan, Marion Isherwood & Eleanor Kane, Lorraine Kuepfer, Shelly Meyers, Dennis & Peggy 

Rawe, Bernard VanHerk, Terrie Wilks, Anne Wood. 

Many more thank you's to our sponsors and merchants who sold tickets, 32 members greeting 

at the gardens along with many Master Gardeners, plus those who purchased and sold tickets. We 

could not have achieved this success without the great support of our community. 

Revenue – ticket sales/sponsors $6,455. 
Expenditures - $1,196. 

 
Total income $5,259. That will go towards Student Bursaries, Meeting Expenses, and the many gardens 
we maintain. -Mary Hoffman 

 

Bursary Program Report 

As members of SDHS I'm sure that we've all heard the quote "To plant a 

garden is to believe in tomorrow" from Audrey Hepburn. And I would even go as far 

as saying that most of us agree with her. Well, if this is the case then I would think 

that investing in our children's education, and more specifically, providing funds to 

students that are going into Horticultural related programs is also "to believe in 

tomorrow". Indeed, this is also where our next breakfast will be coming from. 

Being situated in the center of southern Ontario we are surrounded by 

some of the most productive farms in the world. This includes all sorts of crops and 

livestock. The land we live on feeds the animals that feed us. The students applying 

for the Bursary's that our Members provide will be going into a wide variety of 

programs. The majority of them are enrolled in courses at the University of Guelph 

but some are reaching out to schools across the country or other institutions like 

Niagara Colleges Horticultural Program. They are looking forward to going into veterinary programs, 

environmental governance courses, or landscape design, while some dream of one day taking over the 

family farm. All of them will play a huge role in the tomorrow that we and Audrey Hepburn believe in. I 

thank you for supporting our Bursary Program and look forward to next year’s crop. 

-Owen Switzer 
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Membership Report 

On behalf of the Society I wish to thank and add a special 

welcome to 42 new members and 166 renewed members. Also Complimentary 

Memberships total 16 included in new/renewed. Combined total memberships 

are 208. We have an ongoing concern as memberships decrease each year. I ask 

that you do RENEW your memberships and also encourage family, friends and 

neighbors to join our great, knowledgeable Society. 

 
 

Big thanks to several members who assist in selling memberships at 
General Meetings, Local Seedy Sunday, May Plant Sale and workshops. A 
big thanks to staff at Flowers on York and Stratford Blooms who continue to 
sell memberships and who both did extremely well in increasing sales. As 
of early December, Flowers on York and Stratford Blooms will sell 2020 
memberships for the upcoming year. Sadly, past few months 2 of our 
merchants closed their business Tom's Eldon Landscaping & Quality 
Fertilizer. We are very grateful to them for many years of their support. Fortunately we added a new 
merchant Indoor Farmer Hydroponics leaving a total of 8 merchants giving us discounts. 

 
If you would like to volunteer to sell memberships, help is always appreciated. For more 

information contact me at (519) 271-2246 / email: marihoffman@cyg.net 
-Mary C. Hoffman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS 
 

The Stratford Public Library contacted SDHS inviting us to assist 

with their children’s summer program. Maureen Cocksedge led a plant 

identification session with the children and parents at the Shakespeare 

Gardens. 

Bernice Barratt explained, with examples, how to prepare 

horticultural entries for a flower show. Everyone then created a small 

design in recycled containers to take home. These programs were 

designed to teach and encourage participation in the fall fair. 

 
-Bernice and Maureen 

 

 

Snippet - Facebook 

mailto:marihoffman@cyg.net
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EXHIBIT AND FLORAL DESIGN 
 

Our September flower show “Glory of the Season” was a huge success. 
 

We had 14 exhibitors, down from last year’s 18. There were 7 entries in the photography class, 

(something new since we focused a lot on photography in 2019) 4 special exhibits, 15 designs and 59 

horticultural exhibits for a total of 85 which was up from last year’s 71 exhibits. We also had 3 first 

time exhibitors and all three did very well indeed! Four more were first time exhibitors last year. (This 

is quite a change from our embarrassing low of 29 total exhibits in 2016!) 

The President’s choice in design was won by Darlene Irwin; the judge’s choice in cultural went to 

Bernice Barratt; and the judge’s choice in design went to Linda Murray. Cobe Giroux earned the award 

for the most points with a whopping 78 points and entered 24 exhibits! 

Our judge was very impressed with the quality of the show and was excited to see how much it has 

grown in size. She was also working with a student judge from District 19’s judging school currently 

taking place in Waterloo. 

We still have copies of “Snippy Tips”; the book listing all you need to know about conditioning fresh 

plant material. We also have copies of the new updated Ontario Judging and Exhibiting Standards for 

2019. Affectionately known as OJES, this is the standards book that will be used in the next generation 

of flower shows. Both are still available for $10.00 each. 

Congratulations to all who entered the show! Let’s keep on “Playing With Flowers”! 

-Bernice Barratt 

 


